
USGS-NPS Vegetation Mapping Program 
Sunset Crater Volcano National Monument 

Ponderosa Pine / Apache Plume Woodland (17-19) 
 
Location.  This common and widespread map class occurs in large polygons throughout the 
mapping area, although most of the type is in the eastern half of the area.  Apache plume shrubs 
and sometimes rabbitbrush shrubs form a significant understory in open ponderosa pine 
woodlands. 
 

 
 

Photosignature. In the best 
developed examples (17), pon-
derosa pine appear as red-brown 
spots, usually associated with 
larger, oblong black shadows. 
The understory appears rough-
textured because of the shrubs. 
Rabbitbrush shrubs are small, 
white, somewhat fuzzy round 
specks, whereas Apache plume 
appears as irregularly-shaped 
white or red-brown specks.  The 
dark cinder/lava substrate is 
more evident in examples with a 
sparse ponderosa overstory (19). 
Mixed ponderosa-pinyon-juni-
per examples (18) tend also to 
have a sparse overstory of trees. 
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Appendix  H-17 

http://biology.usgs.gov/npsveg/sucr/descript/pa.pdf
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